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to say hereafter, but it was certainly the actual achievement of Moore, as I have shown already, which did so ; for if Napoleon had planted his victorious eagles on the ramparts of Lisbon, the formation of that corps of Portuguese on whom Wellesley relied in his original scheme for the defence of Portugal would have been impossible, and the coast of Spain and Portugal would have become as unapproachable by English expeditions as were Quiberon, Ferrol, or the innumerable points of the French Empire which had been marked by our repeated and disastrous failures.
Surely to rob a country of its examples of heroic achievement, the true portraits of its really great, is the deadliest crime that can be committed against it. To substitute for them the flimsy imaginings, not even of party, but of personal spite, is the lowest degradation to which history can sink. For my part, though I cannot pretend that I could laugh at such an attempt made by any one more than I could laugh at murder, I can honestly say that in the bitterness of my disappointment I could, though I am not given to weeping, weep that such an act should be attempted by one for whom I have so much respect as for Mr. Oman.
Before I leave this subject I must once more emphasise the point that it was not merely on the success of Moore in drawing off Napoleon from the south of Spain, from Portugal and from Saragossa, on his completely upsetting the whole scheme of Napoleon, that the greatness of his achievement depended. It was that he should have done all this in presence of Napoleon at the head of 300,000 of his best soldiers, .and yet have not only saved his army, but, after inflicting on Napoleon himself a severe check, should, of Napoleon Bonaparte," W. M. Sloane.au piege."   Lanfrey, vol. v. pp. 462, 463.
